THE   CARNATIG   AFFAIRS	211
first opportunity that presents itself in order to show to
the whole of India that we deserve the favour with which
you have so often honoured us. The prodigious mass of
the Maratha armies did not frighten us in the least, nor
could they prevent us from receiving in our city the family
of Nawab Dost eAK Khan and other nobles and Officers of
the Emperor who came to us to seek refuge after the battle.
The threats of the Maratha generals to deliver their fa-
milies to them have not intimidated us. We resolved to
defend them with the last drop of our blood. I am satisfied
that on this occasion we have been able to prove to you
our zeal and attachment. Be assured most magnificent
Lord that we shall always be prepared to execute that
which you will demand of us1
This letter is dated the 4th of August 1741, Pondichery fort.
Nawab Safdar cAli was a man of easy disposition and
mediocre talents. During his reign the Carnatic was com-
pletely delivered over to anarchy and the most callous
forms of mis-rule. The Nawab had thrown himself into the
hands of the most selfish and unprincipled of his servants. His
cousin and brother-in-law, Murtaza CA1I, who held the richest
fief of Vellore, profited by the inefficiency of Safdar cAli
and increased his own influence. When he was asked to
advance his share of money for the payment of the indemnity
to the Marathas, he refused to comply with the orders of
the Nawab who, on his part, threatened to dispossess him of
his fief. This incited Murtaza cAli to devise a scheme in
consultation with other dissatisfied and refractory zemindars
to set aside Safdar 'All from the path of his ambition. He
also thought of taking advantage of Nizamu'l-Mulk's resent-
ment and aversion towards Safdar CA1L He knew that
Nizamu'1-Mulk was hostile to him as he had been to his
father who had failed to pay due deference to the author-
ity of his liege-lord.2 In the meantime Safdar 'All came to
1	Correspondence du Conseil Superieur, vol. Ill, p. 243.
2	According to the records of the East India Company., Safdar *AK had made
an arrangement with Nizamu'1-Mulk to pay the latter the sum of seventy lakhs
of rupees to obtain the Sanad. He had actually paid a considerable portion of
this sum before he was assassinated (Letters from Fort St. George, 1742).

